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ranks. For public sentiment was, for the time being, decidedly warlike. "We will pay tribute to no nation; . . . We shall water our soil with our blood . . . before we yield/'l was Troup's accurate if bombastic statement of the popular feeling.
When the first ship with American newspapers containing the X. Y. Z, dispatches reached London, they were at once "circulated throughout Europe/'2 and "produced everywhere much sensation favorable to the United States and hostile to France." 3 The intimates of Talleyrand and the Directory were " disappointed and chagrined. . . . Nothing can exceed the rage of the apostate Americans, who have so long misrepresented and disgraced their country at Paris/'4 From the first these self-expatriated Americans had flattered Gerry and sent swarms of letters to America about the good intentions of the Directory.5
American diplomatic representatives abroad were concerned over Gerry's whimsical character and conduct. "Gerry is yet in Paris!... I... fear . . * that man's more than infantine weakness. Of it you cannot have an idea, unless you had seen him here [The Hague] and at Paris. Erase all the two lines above; it is true, but it is cruel. If they get hold of him they will convert him into an innocent baby-engine against the government." 6
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